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Te  women  wouldn't  be  quite  human  if  we  didn't  like  a  bit  of  praise 
and  applause  once  in  a  while.     We  like  to  be  given  credit  for  being  just  a 
little  more  than  good  mothers  and  wonderful  cooks.     Te  like  to  be  told  that 
we  count  in  the  broader  horizons  outside  of  our  own  four  walls;  that  we've 
made  a  direct  or  indirect  contribution  of  importance  to  this  changing  world 
of  ours;  and  the  more  unusual  the  field  where  this  is  true,  the  better  -pleased 
we  are. 

So,  homemakers,  I'm  sure  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  will  be  partic- 
ularly pleased  to  know  that  a  li ' tie  praise  of  this  kind  has  been  given  to 
women  in  general  and  housewives  in  particular  by  a  nan  who  is  at  the  head  of 
a  large  Government  bureau  —  Dr.  J.  R.  Mohler,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  rapidly  advancing 
profession  which  Dr.  Mohler  says  women  have  influenced  noticeably,  is  veterinary 
medicine.     Isn't  that  an  unexpected  bouquet  to  most  of  you? 

Some  time  ago  Dr.  Mohler  was  addressing  an  International  Congress  of 
Veterinarians  in  New  York  City.     First  he  paid  tribute  to  the  ladies  present , 
especially  those  who  had  qualified  as  practising  veterinarians,  or  who  had 
carried  on  important  scientific  investigations  in  some  allied  field.  Many 
women  go  in  for  studies  of  parasitology  or  bacteriology,  he  said.     Then  he 
spoke  of  the  everyday  people  like  ourselves,  who  have  had  an  influence  of  a 
different  kind  on  veterinary  science. 


First  there  are  the  women  who  have  animals  that  need  the  services  of  a 
veterinarian  from  time  to  time.     They  are  the  economic  supporters  of  the  pro- 
fession.    Some  of  my  listeners  undoubtedly  have  dogs,   cats,  or  other  pet 
animals  or  raise  and  sell  chickens,  or  eggs,  or  babv  chicks.    Did  you  ever 
stop  to  think  how  important  it  is  to  anyone  in  the  -poultry  business  to  have 
healthy  stock  and  keep  her  flock  well?    That's  where  the  veterinarian  comes  in. 
His  relationship  to  the  farm  livestock,  whatever  its  kind,  corresponds  to  that 
between  the  family  physician  and  the  members  of  the  home. 

I  have  before  me  a  list  of  women  who  have  made  good  in  farm  business 
enterprises  of  their  own.     There  are  on  this  list  19  names  of  women  who  raise 
dairy  cattle.    They  live  in  Maryland,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  Washington,  Ala- 
bama, Kentucky,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Mississippi,  New  York,  Massachusetts. 
These  are  just  a  few  of  the  women  who  have  gone  in  for  breeding  cattle  of 
different  kinds.     It  goes  without  saying  that  these  women  breeders,  like  women 


R-HC  -  2  -  5-23-36 

poultry  raisers,  deoend  on  the  help  of  veterinary  science  to  make  their  under- 
takings successful.     They  need  a  veterinarian  when  cattle  are  sick  or  have 
accidents,  when  the  calves  come  or  when  they  wish  to  improve  their  herds. 


People  are  not  satisfied  today  with  quacks  who  prescribe  nostrums. 
They  want  trained  advisers  and  scientific  remedies  and  treatments  for  their 
livestock  as  well  as  for  their  families.     The  modern  veterinarian  has  met  this 
demand  for  nigh  professional  standards,  and  women's  requirements  have  played 
their  part  in  the  demand. 

Four-H  club  girls  go  in  for  animal  projects  as  well  as  their  "brothers. 
They  raise  baby  beef,  daily  cattle,  poultry,  pigs,  rabbits,  even  puppies  for 
sale  and  for  exhibition.     These  girls  can  be  included  among  the  many  women 
whose  business  ventures  depend  upon  veterinary  science  for  success.     Women  and 
girls  raise  sheep  and  goats;  others  train  horses  fcr  racing,  polo,  or  riding; 
some  make  money  from  turkeys,  ducks,  geese,  guinea  fowl  and  squabs;  many  raise 
dogs,  cats,  birds,  and  other  pets. 

Veterinarians  have  also  counted  on  homeraakers  for  active  sponsorship 
and  encouragement  of  the  state-wide  and  nation-wide  sanitary  measures  they  have 
instituted.     Women's  influence  has  been  surprisingly  broad  at  the  market,  in 
women's  organizations,  in  schools,  and  in  sports,  Dr.  Mohler  says.     Women  pur- 
chase as  well  as  prepare  most  of  the  family  foods.     When  mothers  demand  safe 
pure  clean  milk  for  their  children,  thev  are  indirectly  insisting  that  the  milk 
supply  should  be  safe-guarded  by  competent  authorities  —  who  are  usually 
veterinarians,  working  with  public  health  officers.     Women  are  particularly 
concerned  with  getting  milk  from  healthy  cows,  with  clean  handling  and  prompt 
distribution  of  milk. 

Again,  when  housewives  look  for  the  government  stamp,  "U.  S,  Inspected 
and  Passed",  that  shows  a  piece  of  meat  sent  from  a  packing  plant  in  one  State 
to  stores  in  other  States  is  wholesome,  they  are  supporting  the  work  of  veter- 
inary inspectors;  when  they  ask  for  high-grade  frankfurters,  bologna,  and  other 
orocessed  meats  at  the  counter,  they  are  indicating  their  approval  and  insis- 
tence on  proper  inspection  of  the  meat  in  these  products,  which  is  done  by 
trained  veterinarians. 


One  of  the  nation-wide  campaigns  carried  on  bv  veterinarians  and  supporte 
both  directly  and  indirectly  by  women  is  the  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis. 
Not  only  have  women  been  active  on  behalf  of  safe  milk  from  cows  that  are 
tuberculin- tested,  but  inspectors  who  have  visited  farms  to  make  the  necessary 
tests  report  that  they  have  found  the  attitude  of  the  women  quite  generally 
favorable  and  cooperative. 

As  wives,  mothers,  and  teachers,  women  have  also  been  helpful  in  promot- 
ing accurate  knowledge  and  correcting  distorted  information  about  veterinary 
work.    One  of  the  fields  in  which  this  has  been  necessary  is  animal  experimen- 
tation.   The  veterinary  profession  invites  the  most  searching  study  of  this 
subject  by  women  individually,  and  by  their  organizations.     Intelligent  women 
have  corrected  erroneous  ideas  of  this  work  and  explained  its  benefits. 

So  whether  a  woman  chooses  to  become  a  practising  veterinarian,  which 
occurs  more  often  in  Suropean  countries  than  here,  or  whether  she  merely  expects 
the  most  modern  methods  and  most  socially  protective  results  of  this  science, 
she  is  "doing  her  bit"  toward  its  advancement.    And  the  men  who  are  in  the 
field,  like  Dr.  Mohler,  seem  not  only  quite  willing  to  admit  it  but  they  freely 
express  their  hearty  approval  and  commendation. 


